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3 December 2022 – World Day of Persons with Disabilities. For sustainable progress based on inclusion 

of persons 

___________________________ 

 

 

2 December 2022 

News 

Disability is only one characteristic of a person; it does not account for a whole 

person. Disability is a temporary or permanent condition that limits or may limit 

one's fields of action, but there is no need to address people with disabilities with 

compassionate, sensationalist language as is often the case in the media. Or 

worse to go so far as to change our language to try to please a person with a 

disability.  Better to talk about disability spontaneously and correctly, in a way that 

is fair and respectful to all. 

A turning point in this regard came in May 2001, when the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) released an innovative tool with a universal approach: The 

International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). A 

total of 192 governments participated in developing this classification, 

including Italy, supported by a collaborative network, namely the Disability Italian 

Network (DIN). The classification aims to describe the health status of persons in 

relation to social, family and work spheres, in order to understand what kinds of 

difficulties can cause disabilities. It does not aim to describe persons, but 

rather situations and contexts. It emphasises the uniqueness and entireness of 

people's everyday life and not so much the fact that they have a physical disability 

or mind impairment, thus leading to a new and fairer view of disability. 

To reflect on these issues, in 1981 the UN established the International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities on 3 December. According to the World Health 

Organisation (WHO), at least one billion people (15 per cent of the world 

population), have disabilities. In Italy, there are an estimated 3.1 million people 

with severe limitations that prevent them from carrying out usual daily activities. 
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They often live alone and in vulnerable conditions, and the services dedicated to 

them are insufficient so that their care falls entirely on their families. 

The theme chosen for this year's Day is the role of innovation and technology 

in fostering full inclusion in society, for example by improving access to 

healthcare, education, work, and a life as independent as possible – rights 

enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, but not 

yet fully achieved. 

The Territorial Cohesion Agency wants to actively participate in the processes 

aimed at greater integration of people with disabilities in workplaces, and thus 

decided to activate an Italian Sign Language course for its interested staff, in 

order to ensure greater interaction with its employees with profound deafness.  

Several initiatives are planned in Italy on the occasion of the Day, including those 

organised by the Ministry of Culture, the National Research Council, and the 

Superintendency of Rome. 
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