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ü Improving the quality of life and economic well being of inhabitants in order to 
restore their rights to Citizenship  

ü Promoting a sustainable and effective use of untapped natural and cultural 
resources 

ü Reducing social costs caused by depopulation 

ü Strengthening key local development factors 

 

reverse demographic trends 
 

 

Rationale & goals 

“Inner areas: areas located at significant distance from centers that provide essential service” 

Combined policy measures: 
Å improving essential services provision and access  

Å local development initiatives 

 

Multilevel Governance: 
Å Central Government 

Å Regions 
Å Local Authorities 



 

óService Centers’ are defined as municipalities with: 

 

ω an exhaustive range of high school types 

ω at least a 1st level highly specialized hospital (with Emergency Dept.)  

ω at least a medium-size local railway station 
 

 

 

Areas have then been mapped according to their distance (travel-time) from a Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊΩ as: 
 

ω ‘Belt’ areas (outskirts) - up to 20 minutes far; 

ω ‘Intermediate’ areas ς from 20 to 40 minutes; 

ω ‘Remote’ areas ς from 40 to 75 minutes; 

ω ‘Ultra – remote’ areas ς over 75 minutes  

 

Remote 
Areas 

Identification criteria 

  

 

 

NO DEMOGRAPHIC CRITERIA HAS BEEN APPLIED 



Classification of Municipalities N. %
Average 

elevation
Population % KM

2 %

Single-Municipality Service Center 217 2,7 148 20.983.786     35,3      28.948      9,6        

Multi-Municipality Service Center 122 1,5 195 2.986.161       5,0        8.606        2,8        

Belt areas 3568 44,1 219 22.135.047     37,2      83.982      27,8      

Intermediate areas 2360 29,2 399 8.832.422       14,9      88.187      29,2      

Remote areas 1522 18,8 601 3.812.271       6,4        72.829      24,1      

Ultra-remote areas 303 3,7 666 684.057          1,2        19.521      6,5        

Total 8092 100,0 358 59.433.744 100,0 302.073 100,0 

Souce: DPS elaboration on Istat - Census 2011

Source: UVAL-UVER-ISTAT elaboration of data from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and RFI 
(Italian Railway Network) 

Inner areas at a glance  

60% of national territory    

4.000 municipalities   

23% of  total population  



Two - steps assessment process for Area Selection 
  

ü Desk analysis (Inner Areas Open Kit)  

Each pre-selected area is thoroughly analyzed according to a series of 
demographic and socio-economic parameters:  

e.g. Population losses and demographic structure, Utilized Agricultural Area (UAA) 
trends, deforestation, hydrological risk, entrepreneurship, tourism and cultural 
heritage, quality of education, mobility and health services, Digital Divide, Local 
Authorities' willingness to collaborate and local leadership, expertise in successful 
project Implementation  

 

ü Field analysis (National Committee’s visits to 
pre-selected areas)  

 A number of focus groups are organized  at 
local level  aiming at άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎέ e.g. 
local authorities, mayors, public officers in charge of 
services delivery, School Directors, teachers, students, 
Hospital managers and doctorsΧ. 

 

 

 

 



Improving Education Service provision and access  
(How to guarantee young people “the substantial freedom to decide whether to stay or to go”)

  

ü Reorganizing educational facilities, or rather creating new higher quality 
facilities in barycentric position within the areas, replacing ancient and 
inefficient structures in individual localities; 

  

ü Rethinking high school model and type - providing higher quality 
technical and vocational education strongly related to local potential; 

 

ü Reducing high teachers’ turn over rate in the areas; 

 

ü Reorganizing the school transport service within the area; 

 

ü Ensuring schools networking;  

 

 

 

 



Improving Health Service provision and access  
(How to guarantee patient access to Services and Service access to patients) 

 

  
üReorganizing health services provision to ensure rapid emergency 

response and accessible diagnostic facilities for patients; 
 

üCentralizing care services in larger hospitals  ensuring higher quality of 

assistance;  

üImproving  territorial care services networks 

 

üPromoting doctors’ associations; 

 

üLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άTele-Health Servicesέ  

 



Improving local Mobility Services provision and access 
(Improving remote areas people's access to essential services requires better mobility) 

 

 

ü Reorganizing and rationalizing public transport services at local level avoiding 
bus/train routes overlapping 

 
ü Redesigning transport route options  meeting the mobility needs of different 

user (commuters, scholars, tourists )  
 
 
ü Encouraging negotiation between providers and specific consumers of mobility 

(School and Hospital Managers) for better routing decisions 
 

 
ü Promoting ad hoc and flexible solutions for off-peak hours and weak mobility 

consumers (e.g. on-demand minibus service);  
 
ü Supporting on-road cycling  planning new bike lanes and reducing relevant 

administrative burdens; 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Geographic distribution of the project areas 

Selected areas: facts & figures 
                      

        At present, 57 areas have been selected:   
 

ÁFor a total resident population of 
1,673,120, which represents the 2.8% of 
the national population, 53% of which 
live in remote and ultra-remote areas;  

Áwith a population loss of 4.3% from 
2001 to 2011; 

ÁFor 41,969 sq.km, which represent 
13.9% of national land  

ÁEach area comprises 15 municipalities 
on average, with around 30.000 
inhabitants.  



Challenges, visions & ways forward 

 

A good local development Strategy requires:  
ü a self-assessment of local needs, priorities and available assets;  

ü the identification of  a general long-run and sustainable development “visionέ ŦƻǊ 
each areas, defining how to bring about transformation in order to reverse on-
going negative trends 

ü the engagement of citizens, organizations, administrations and other local 
resources and stakeholders 

 

Implementing the Strategy 
  

Local development projects +                                                 
essential services improvement 

Once the local development Strategy is 
designed, interventions and objectives  
have to be transformed in 
commitments and actions  

Program Framework 
Agreement 



Summarizing key points & innovations 

ü National dimension and multilevel governance (State ς Regions ςmunicipalities 
and inter municipal partnership) to foster a participatory approach to local 
development; 
 

ü Integrated approach through two interrelated types of action (improving 
access to basic services and local development actions); 
 

ü Step-by-step process: strategy is initially experimented in just one prototype 
area per Region in order to evaluate its potential of success and to trigger 
learning mechanism (Territorial and thematic concentration); 
 

ü Transparent and open process of selection of prototype areas;  
 

ü Multi-fund attitude (EAFRD, ERDF, ESF and domestic Funds) to support 
integrated actions; 
 

ü Key role of evaluation and indicators to reinforce accountability of policy 
makers and to assess the level of success (and failure) of the Strategy. 

 

 

 



Where to find us & how we communicate  

 

 

With local 
Governments / 
relevant stakeholders 

ωField missions & focus 
group 

With experts, 
researchers, public and 
private managers 

ω LƴƴŜǊ !ǊŜŀǎΩ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Forum 

ω Seminars and 
Conferences 

 

 

With Citizens, experts, 
…..willing to share info, 
standpoints, 
experiences 

ωA dedicated  web 
platform 
http://community-
pon.dps.gov.it/areeintern
e/  

With all relevant 
stakeholders  

ωA dedicated website 
www.dps.gov.it 
ωOpenData Kit 

ωReports and all relevant 
selection documents 
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